
an: ,, 
herebno betterwaydbddhgyour 
bunchantoLtveuptoyourhype. 

= ~ h a \ n e b e m m & g ~ ~  
$with numaous -1011 and tour- 
2 ing acts, and amateur tone hounds 

t-besun*€mhpeaals'm= 
on d h & n  pagm armd p a r  sireg~he 
fact that keir name mognitirm hasnt 
caught up @u to lhe bigger mandac- 
t w m ~ k ~ h r n g i v -  

c o n u d s m a y b e t m d r o ~ ~  
djtwd tsy foot. but by hand they're 
ea~ytogetaMof,andtheyoEera 
perSecc of ~Eesistance for firse- - 

Cuteness notwithstanding these 
pldsareno ~ ~ X o b i c  
uses a heavy-duty JPDT footswitch 
that sems two impmnt purposes, 
allowing for uue rnechaniml kypa.s 
that compktdy talres the efFea out of 
hesjgnaldmindensuringreliable 

at the end ola -a1 chain and in an 
eff-loop 

~thelPC'stoneisclearaspring 
water, h A C  Booster and B8 h p  
a n  go from cream to black coffee. 
With more gain on tap, the AC can 
get re* dirty while still maintain- 
ingclariry andp- Head to head 
p&t m&ed l's-type pedal, the 
ACmatchedthedrive~soundinn 
'more dynamic and less mngestei 
The BB Preamp shares a &aln ran@ 

tng them a smims listen. o p t i o n  in real-wodd conditions. 
OntheinsidRanepoxy-bcovwing 

~ ~ h e n l u n p a c l r e d h t b r e e  por~asbnhthedrcul~~hrnvlbm- 
pedals for rwiew, my M e  cased them don and the makers from DiY mpy- 
~ c u k " a n d i f s e a s y t o s e e w h y  ~ A ~ y c k s f e l t v e r y s o l i d . ~ w h i l e  
Xofic uses an aluminurn d o s u r e  
that?, smaller (4.39"~238'x13B7 than 
h e  standard HammdlMXR o r b  
b o ~  All three pedals sham a W a r  
e x t d  layout, with gain, volume, 
~aradaebleconaolsdsarlymaxked 
by bl& sikmm The Davles point- 
er lolobs ate another nice touch The 

tk bottom plate must be 
to change h e  battery, DC o p e d m  is 
adable with common &-tip 
powers- 

~ L k m m b e r s a f a ~ ,  he 
Xodicpedaksharesomequaliriesbur 
vary in pwnali' Players who 1- 

their redar  tone 

with the AC, but exchanges t h e w '  
mi- snap for a bit more com- 
p m s h  and smoothness. Both ped- 
als were excellent at drlvingotherdis- 
tortions and fwm into conhulled 
feedback. 

But what imp- m mwr about 
a l l threepeda l s~msdwk~Each  
pedal--perfeawithbass 
and e a t  ihir center detent, but 
d g h t ~ t o t h e s e a c d v e E Q  
conlmlswsstaioxlgway toward com- 
p e n s a t i n g h a m p a n d g u i t a r ~  
~ I w a s ~ a n S G , l k 4 ~  

but jw;wish thq 
could get nsore of 
it will And 'the RC 
Booster tough to 
turn OK In front 
of a small tube 
amp on the verge 
of breakup the Rc 
rnanagdtotakeit 
ww the rop with- 
out Imposing the 
BQ constraints 
that an merdrive 
pedal would. It 
w a s a l s o p t a s  
aMbaost,Lmfh 

expensive than their mass-pduced 
competition, the handmade Xotic 
effeassound terrific and are b d t  for 
ewyday use. Players seeking Mgh- 
gain tones will want to run #hem in 
conjunction with other effects or 
a m p  that am alreadyrwerdriven; for 
d m  boost to medium-gain tones. 
Xotlc's offerings am prime contend- 
ers on their own. My pedalboard was 

I 
sad to see them go. 


